Comm 476.01: ports Writing

Fall 2007
11:15am. - 1230 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday

19 Carnegie Building, University Park, PA

Instructor: Mike Poorman

Contact: Office: 302JamesBuilding
Hours: 8am.to5p.m., except when | am not there
E-mail: mqgp7@psu.edu

Telephone: office: (814)8653938 cell: (814)571-2261

Textbooks:
TheAssociated Press Stylebook and Brigfing on Media Law,
Norm Goldstein, editor (2004ed. or more recent)

Friday Night Lights, H.G. Bissiger (epilogue version preferred)

The Course:

The purpose of thiscourseisto utilize the nearly unparalleled resources and
opportunities outside the classroom to develop and hone your skillsreporting and writing
sports news and feature stories for newspapers and newsmagazines; and to discuss and
develop your sensibilities regarding legal and ethical issues of reporting.

We will focus on the various types of sportswriting N such asanalysis, beat
reporting, columns, pregame and game coverage, enterprise, interviews, profiles, juris-
prudence, press conferences, sidebars, statistics, features, books, round-ups, the Web, etc.

The Penn State University Park campus provides a unique laboratory to accomplish

all of the above, thanksto:
¥ A Top 20comprehensive intercollegiate sports program.

¥ One of the best scholagtic sports programsin the state.

¥ Distinguished alumni in the profession.

¥ Access to national caliber athletes, coaches and administrators.
¥ High-profile and meaningful games and eventsto cover.

¥ Great support from the Penn Sate athletic department.

¥ The power and prestige of the world@largest college of communications.
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Reading Assignments:

Class discussions and writing assgnments will be made with the assumption
that listed reading assignments and additional assigned readings and handouts will
be completed PRIOR to the classindicated. And there will be lots of handouts.discussions
and writing assignments will be made with the assumption that listed reading assignments
and additional assigned readings and handouts will be completed PRIOR to the class
indicated. And there will be lots of handouts.

Additional Readings & Publications:

You should read the sports section of a newspaper N actually, several newspapers
N every day (and twice on Sunday). | will assume you have read the current day@ edition
prior to class. By nature of your chosen class, major and profession, your lifelong appetite
for reading new spapers, newsmagazines and books should be insatiable. You should be
reading for content (news, information and entertainment) and style and form (writing,
editing, organization, pacing, tone, voice, (play,Cetc.). | will assume you are aregular
reader of thelocal CentreDaily Timesand TheNew York Times, TheCdlegian and USA Today.
You should be reading ESPN TheMagazineand Sparts Illustrated.

|@ assign and share selected readings from all genres of sports journalism:
¥ Current articlesfrom magazines, Web sites and newspapers. Many of the
new spaper pieces will be much of pulled from www .sportspages.com,
the No. 1 source for tapping into the best sportswriting
¥ Books, such asA Season on theBrink and Rabbit, Run.
¥ Collections by Frank Deford, Rick Reilly, Bill Smmons, Red Smith and
Steve Rushin.
¥ Fifty Yearsof Great Writing, from the publishers of Spatsillustrated
¥ TheBest American Spartswriting annual anthologies.
¥ Vintage magazine pieces, often about Penn State and/ or by Penn Staters.
¥ College Athletic Clips
Watching SpartsCenter, Pardon Thelnterruption and Colege GameDay doesn® hurt,
butisnot required. Thisisa print course.

Style & Grammar:

The Associated Press Stylebook is your playbook. carry it with
you. Read it in the can. Memorizeit. Useit N always! N when writing your assignments.
You MUST know it! Wed follow AP style. Know it from the very start. It@the first and
final word for style and grammar. Use adictionary. Soell-checkers are good, but are not
infallible; they do not understand context. That@your job. You will be responsible for
errors and mistakes attributed to or made by your computer@® spell-checker. There will be
one N if not two N quizzes focusing primarily on the AP Stylebook.
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Class Guests & Lecturers:

A number of locally- and nationally-known writers and sports figures have agreed
to be a part of thisdass. In many cases, they are Penn State graduates N or have a deep
affinity for the university. Please treat them with courtesy and respect. That means
dressing appropriately, showing up on time, being attentive, being prepared, asking
guestions and thanking them for attending. Your positive response to their presence will
go along to securing their participation for future dasses.

Note to Students With Disabilities:

Penn State welcomes students with disabilitiesinto the University® educational
programs. If you have adisability-related need for reasonable academic adjustmentsin
this course, contact the Office for Disability Services, ODSlocated in room 116Boucke
Building at 814-863-1807(V/ TTY). For further information regarding ODS please visit its
Web site at www .equity.psu.edu/ ods . Instructors should be notified asearly in the
semester aspossible regarding the need for reasonable academic adjustments.

Attendance:

If you want to be a sportswriter or work in spots, thisisyour most important
professional dassin journalism. Treat it isasajob. | will treat you asan employee N and
grade you assuch. Attendanceisrequired for successful completion of this course.
Absenteeism will affect your grade.

Please notify mein advance of any absence, just asyou would telephone your boss
in the workplace. Failure to do so will negatively impact your grade. Notify me BEFORE
cdass. Use e-mail or telephone. Drop a note off at my office. Send an excuse along with a
cdassmate. Telling me after that fact is unacceptable.

Do not blow off a scheduled event or game for which thereisawriting assignment.
Thisisgroundsfor firing (an F). If you do not inform mein advance that you cannot
attend a game or event held outside of the prescribed cass meeting time, you will get an F
for that assignment. If you have a bona fide documented (in writing) excuse, you will be
given the opportunity to substitute a similar event or game asapproved by theinstructor.
This substitute assignment will as cosely aspossible approximate the original assgnment
in scope, format, length, time frame and deadline. Thisassgnment must be made up
within one week.

Course Qutcomes:
1) Get hands-on, OfeldOunderstanding of sports writing.
2.) Get experience writing various genres and types of sportswriting.
3.) Read quality sportswriting asit appeared in books, magazines, new spapers and
Web sites.
4.) Be exposed to professionals performing a variety of tasks for different media.
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Academic Integrity:

Don®cheat. Don®plagiarize. Don® pass off someone else@work asyours.
Don®cut and paste from the Internet. Don®make up quotes. Don® make up sources.

In real life, if you did any of these Glon@Oyou would be fired. In academiclife,
these and other dishonesties are treated very harshly. Thisincludes failing the course and
being reported to the College of Communications for additional punishment.

You are better off to blow adeadline than to turn in work that isnot yours.

Therules and policiesregarding academicintegrity should bereviewed by every
student, and can be found online at: www .psu.edu/ ufs/ policies/ 47-00 html#49-20,
http:/ / www .psu.edu/ ufs/ polices/ 47-00html and in the College of Communications
document, "Academic Integrity Policy and Procedures.” Any student with a question
about academicintegrity or plagiarism is strongly encouraged to discussit with his or her
instructor.

| expect you to strictly adhere to the Pdicy o the Cdlege of Communications:

Academicintegrity isthe pursuit of scholarly and creative activity in an open,
honest and responsible manner, free from fraud and deception, and is an educational
objective of the College of Communications and the university. Cheating, including
plagiarism, falsification of research data, using the same assignment for more than one
dass, turning in someone else'swork, or passively allowing othersto copy your work,
will result in academic penalties at the discretion of the instructor, and may result in the
grade of "XF' (failed for academic dishonesty) being put on your permanent transcript. In
serious cases it could also result in suspension or dismissal from the university. As
students studying communication, you should understand and avoid plagiarism
(presenting the work of othersasyour own). A discussion of plagiarism, with examples,
can befound at : http:/ / tlt.its.psu.edu/ suggestions/ cyberplag/ cyberplagstudent.html.
Therules and policesregarding academicintegrity should be reviewed by every student,
and can be found online at: \ www.psu.edu/ ufs polices/ 47-00htmI#49-20, and in the
College of Communications document, "Academic Integrity Policy and Procedures." Any
student with a question about academicintegrity or plagiarism is strongly encouraged to
discussit with hisor her instructor.
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Assignments

Submitting Assignments:
Deadlines and formats will vary and may indude:
1)) In-dass assignments.
2.) Hard-copy artidesdue at the start of a dass. These MUST be double-spaced.
3.) Artides e-mailed to me at mgp7@psu.edu by adesignated time and date. You
may cut and pasted into the e-mail or sent asan attachment.
The subject line of the e-mail should incdude:
Your last name, 476,a key word, i.e. Poorman 476 Soccer Game Story

All assignments must contain the following at the top of ead piece (header):
Comm 476
Duedate
Your name
Your e-mail; your phone number
Name of assignment
Exact word count (not induding header info or headline)
Suggested headline N good headlines earn bonus points

| will deduct 5points for ead of thebelow if you:
¥ do not double space your artide and indent each paragraph
¥ do not contain teright information at the header of each piece

Assignments made by meto you will include:
¥ duedate and time
¥ format N e-mail, hard copy or in-dass
¥ word length
¥ audience/ media outlet
¥ venue
¥ overall point value, plus point per category (i.e., AP style, lead, angle,
entertainment value, research, etc.) per elemeng; venue; and more.

Deadlines:

| live and you will die by deadlin es. Your assignments must be on
time. By semester@ end, you® have only afew hoursto turnin an article. Thisdasstries
to approximate the Oral world.OWe® spend a good deal of timein the field, covering
stories. Often, you will need to go back to your room or apartment or computer lab and
write a story that will be duein lessthanaday N or less.

If your story islate, you will be penalized. The clock begins ticking
one minute after deadline.
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Grading:
Gradeswill be based on the following, with amaximum score of 1,000points:

¥ Class attendance and participation;
event and game coverage participation

¥ AP style quiz(zes); written and/ or oral analysis of
reading assignment(s); advance questions

¥ Enterprise piece (prelim, 1t round, final)

¥ CFriday Night LightsO

¥ Writing assignments. Graded on style, content
and suitability for a newspaper or magazine
with aminimum of editing and rewriting.

Grade Rights and Responsibilities:
You have theright to ask that a grade be reviewed. That right begins 24 hours after
receiving the grade and ends seven days after receiving it.

Theinstructor hasthe responsibility to discussthe grade with you and review the
grading criteriawith you.

Grading Percentages.

A 920-1,000 D 600-699
A- 900919 F 599o0r less
B+ 880-899

B 820879

B- 800819

C+ 780-799

C 700-779
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Tentative Course Schedule:

Reading assignments are to be completed for dass N we will discuss them and
there may be a pop quiz; additional assgnments and hand-outs will be distributed in dass.

Soortseventsdo not typically happen at 11:15a.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays;
therefore, there will be a number of some out-of-dassroom assignments N usually at
night, not always on Tuesday or Thursday, and occasonally on the weekend. Thismirrors
real life.

One or more elements of the schedule will change. Speakers who have committed
to adate may need to postpone or cancel. A new speaker may be added. | may cancel
coverage of agame or event and later add oneto replaceit. If thisoccurs, | will try to give
you as much advance notice aspossible.

| will issue at least one, maybe even two revised syllabi throughout the semester.

Once | will finalize the syllabus, please mark the out-of-classroom assignments on
your calendar. Let me know IN WRITING IN ADVANCE if you can®attend an
assignment; we will offer a substitute if you provide mein advance with alegitimate
excuse that iswell-documented.

IFyou do not inform mein advance of your inability to attend an assignment
and/or submit an assignment and if you do not do so in writing,
your grade will be impacted.

| understand you have other classes and academic obligations. How ever, thiscdass
will give you opportunities and access not found in other classes. So my expectations are
that you will be flexible and adjust to any variationsin this syllabus and your schedule. In
return, | will be flexible about your ability to attend out-of-class events.
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Fall 2007
11:15am. - 1230p.m., Tuesday and Thursday

19 Carnegie, University Park, PA

#1 Tuesday, Aug. 28 Intros & Syllabus
#2 Thursday, Aug. 30 Views of Sports Writing
Read for class: Reilly, Boswell, Simmons, Collier (handouts)

Assignment: 7 Things You Should Know About

#3 Tuesday, Sept. 4 Sportswriting: Perspectives
Due in class: 7 Things You Should Know About
#4 Thursday, Sept. 6 What is a Sport?
#5 Tuesday, Sept. 11 Enterprise Story: Introduction
#6 Thursday, Sept. 13 Ira Miller, San Francisco Chronicle
#7 Tuesday, Sept. 18 Associated Press Style & Sentence Structure

Enterprise #1 due

Thursday, Sept. 20 NO CLASS (bonus points available at golf tourn.)
Take Home Test Due (301 James Building)
#8 Tuesday, Sept. 25 Prepare, High School Football
Thursday, Sept. 27 NO CLASS
#9 Friday, Sept. 28 State High Football Game, 7 p.m., Memorial Field
#10 Tuesday, Oct. 2 Football Follow-up
#11 Thursday, Oct. 4 Read: Friday Night Lights, H.G. Bissinger
Class Discussion and For-Points Assignment
#12 Tuesday, Oct. 9 Guest Speakers: Jimmy Cefalo
#13 Thursday, Oct. 11 Read: The Silent Season of a Hero, Gay Talese
Tuesday, Oct. 23 NO CLASS
#14 Thursday, Oct. 25 Guest Speaker: Chris Wightman, ex-Publisher, GOLF

#15 Friday, Oct. 26 @overing the Big Game, Panelists, BJC



#16 Tuesday, Oct. 30 Guest Speaker: Michael Weinreb
#17 Thursday, Nov. 1 Prep Paterno Press Conference; Basketball Practice
#18 Tuesday, Nov. 6 12:30 p.m. N Joe Paterno Press Conference
#19 Thursday, Nov. 8 Follow-up, Pre-game story
#20 Tuesday, Nov. 13 Enterprise #2 Due; Conferences
#21 Thursday, Nov. 15 Enterprise #2 Due; Conferences

Nov. 20 & Nov. 22 NO CLASS: Thanksgiving Break
#22 Monday, Nov. 26 Penn State Men!s Basketball Practice, BJC
#23 Tuesday, Nov. 27 Review Basketball; description and observation
#24  Thursday, Nov. 29 Guest Lecturer, David Jones,

columnist, (Harrisburg) Patriot News

#25 Tuesday, Dec. 4 Columns #2
#26 Thursday, Dec. 6 In-class wirting assignment: Columns
#27 Tuesday,Dec.11 Enterprise story: Help session
#28 Wednesday, Dec. 12 Enterprise story due



