
Sports, Media and Society 
COMM 412 

 
Class meets :  Tu/Th., 1-2:15 p.m. 
Classr oom:   106 Boucke 
Faci litator:  Marie Hardin 
E-mai l:  Use ÒPrivate MailÓ on class Web site. 
Phone:  814-865-1395 
Offi ce hours:   10 a.m. Ð noon Tu/Th, 222 Carnegie 
 
Purpose of this course:  This course is designed to help students more critically view 
the role of sport media in American culture. The influence of/relationship between sport 
media and issues such as race, gender, sexuality (homophobia), nationalism, 
capitalism/consumerism, violence and civic life will be examined. Issues in relation to 
journalism ethics and the production of sport media also will be examined. 
Learning outcomes:  Students will think more critically about the general role of sport 
media in American culture and about ethical issues in sports journalism. They will also 
understand the history and processes involved in the development of sport media and 
will be able to demonstrate their learning through effective oral and written 
communication.  What this course is NOT:  This course isnÕt a forum for exchanging 
sports trivia. We wonÕt spend class time talking about the latest scores or trades. Your 
knowledge of such and the time you spend viewing ESPN will not guarantee success in 
this course. 
 
Required: Regular, reliable access to: 

1. The class Web site, the Internet, and to Acrobat Reader (a free software program 
on most PCs. You may download it for free at www.adobe.com). Readings will 
be accessible via the ANGEL Web site. 

2. The course textbook, Handbook of Sports and Media (Ed. Raney and Bryant, 
2006) 

3. Popular or trade media:  television, newspapers, magazines and the Internet  
4. A notebook for in-class use that allows you to insert handouts (a one-inch binder 

or a spiral pocket with folders will be adequate.) The notebook will come in handy 
for your in-class exam, which will be open-note. 

 
Attendance/parti ci pation:  Your attendance and participation in this class is essential 
for your learning experience. You will receive a participation grade each week based on 
your attendance and participation during class time. 
 
I do understand that you may occasionally need to miss class. Please note the following 
about absences: 

1. There is no such thing as an ÒexcusedÓ or ÒunexcusedÓ absence in this course. 
An absence is an absence, plain and simple. There is no need to call me ahead 
of class, or to call me after class, with the reason you missed.   

2. You need to accumulate, in 12 weeks (Jan. 23-April 19), 100 participation points. 
Because you can accumulate up to 10 points a week, you have more than ample 
opportunity to accumulate these points, and you can afford an absence or two. 
Thus, manage your absences wisely. (See #1.) 



3. If you are absent, do not approach me about what you missed in class. You have 
access to the course Web site and to other students in the course.  If you miss 
class but want to get credit for assignments (either reading summaries or 
learning activities) that may be due, make sure I receive them by the date and 
time they are due via the appropriate dropbox on ANGEL as an .rtf or .doc 
formatted attachment. If I cannot open or read the attachment, you will not 
receive credit for the assignment (no second chances at electronic submission). 

 
Grades for this course:  Your final grade for this course will be determined by your 
performance in the following areas. These areas are: 
Participation: 10 x 10 = 100 points. See Appendix A.  
Reading summaries:  10 x 11 = 110 points. See Appendix B. 
Learning activities:  YouÕll choose three learning activities to complete during the 
semester. 30 x 3 = 90 points. See Appendix C. 
Exam:  In-class, essay/short answer exam. 50 points. See Appendix D.  
Research project:  You will be involved in a research project toward the end of the 
semester.  **Graduate students: See me for special requirements for this project. ** 50 
points. See Appendix D. 
 
Total points for this course: 400 
 
At the end of the semester, your grade will be: 
A = if you earned 92-100% of points available 
B = if you earned 80- 91% of points available 
C = if you earned 70-79% of points available 
D = if you earned 60-69% of points available 
F = if you earned less than 60% of points available 
 
Assi gnments:   No late assignments will be accepted. You have plenty of time to 
complete assignments; you could finish most of them weeks ahead of schedule. DonÕt 
wait until the last minute to complete them! It would be a shame if you got sick right 
before the deadline and werenÕt able to submit the assignment.  
** When you submit your assignment, make sure you do it in the correct format. All 
attachments submitted on ANGEL must be in either a .doc or .rtf format, meaning you 
must save your file as a Microsoft Word (not Works) file or in Rich Text Format. (No 
matter what word processor you use, .rtf will be available.) If youÕre not sure youÕre 
submitting in the correct file format, you may also copy and paste the text of your 
assignment into the ÒCommentsÓ area when you submit it in the appropriate dropbox. ** 
 
Learning activities: You must submit all learning activities on the ANGEL Web site, into 
the appropriate dropbox. You must submit all learning assignments by the due date/time. 
Late papers will not be accepted. (The drop box will close at the deadline.) Also, if I 
cannot open or read the assignment, you will receive a zero for the assignment.  
 
Reading summaries:  You must submit these by the due date/time on the ANGEL Web 
site, into the appropriate dropbox. Late papers will not be accepted. (The drop box will 
close at the deadline.) If I cannot open or read the assignment, you will receive a zero 
for the assignment. There are 12 assigned; you must complete 11 for full credit.  
 



You will receive clear instructions for the reading summaries, learning activities, the 
exam and the final research project. Assignments and rubrics will be available on the 
class Web site. A study guide for the exam will also be available on the class Web site. 
 
Resources:  Check the class Web site for helpful resources. For instance, each week 
youÕll find some questions and suggestions to help you with the assigned reading. 
 
Class schedule:  For a list of all due dates, readings and topics, see the Course 
Schedule. You may also use the calendar on the course Web site for a list of all due 
dates for readings and assignments. 
 
Academi c Integrity:  Academic integrity is the pursuit of scholarly and creative activity in 
an open, honest and responsible manner, free from fraud and deception, and is an 
educational objective of the College of Communications. Cheating, including plagiarism, 
falsification of research data, using the same assignment for more than one class, 
turning in someone elseÕs work, or passively allowing others to copy your work, will 
result in academic penalties at the discretion of the instructor, and may result in the 
grade of ÒXFÓ (failed for academic dishonesty) being put on your permanent transcript. In 
serious cases it could also result in suspension or dismissal from the university.  
       As students studying communications, you should understand and avoid plagiarism 
(presenting the work of others as your own). The rules and policies regarding academic 
integrity should be reviewed by every student, and can be found online at: 
www.psu.edu/ufs/policies/47-00.html#49.20, and in the College of Communications 
document ÒAcademic Integrity Policies and Procedures.Ó Any student with a question 
about academic integrity or plagiarism is strongly encouraged to discuss it with the 
instructor.  
 
Extr a credit opportunities:   You will have an extra-credit opportunity in this course. 
Beat me at ÒBracketologyÓ in March four points per tournament (a total of eight points if 
you beat me at both). More details later. Other extra-credit opportunities may be 
announced to the class; do not ask for individual extra-credit work. 
  
Students wi th disabiliti es:  Penn State welcomes students with disabilities into the 
University's educational programs. If you have a 
disability-related need for reasonable academic adjustments in this course, 
contact the Office for Disability Services, ODS located in room 116 Boucke 
Building at 814-863-1807(V/TTY). For further information regarding ODS, 
please visit their web site at www.equity.psu.edu/ods/. If you have a documented 
disability that requires accommodations, please let me know as early in the semester as 
possible. We will draw up an addendum to the syllabus that outlines my and your 
responsibilities to make sure you are properly accommodated for learning.  
   
 



Course schedule 
Your one-page summaries for the readings are due each Monday by midnight; they will be 
graded by Thursday. Readings for each unit will be available via ANGEL or Handbook of Sports 
and Media. Reading guides for each unit are available on ANGEL.  
 
# Dat

e 
Unit Reading Notes 

01 1/16 Intro to class   
02 1/18 Defining sports  ANGEL Practice RS due 1/17 
03 1/23 Social meaning of sports in 

U.S. culture 
ANGEL RS #1 due 1/22 midnight 

04 1/25 Sports in U.S. culture, cont.   
05 1/30 History of sports media Ch. 2, ANGEL RS #2 due 1/29 midnight 
06 2/1 History of sports media, cont.   Super Bowl: Feb. 4 
06 2/6 Sports fanship Ch. 19, Ch. 4 RS #3 due 2/5 midnight 
07 2/8 Sports fanship   
08 2/13 Sportainment/sports media 

industry 
ANGEL, Ch. 8 RS #4 due 2/12 midnight 

09 2/15 Sportainment, cont.  LA #1 due 2/14 midnight 
10 2/20 Sports journalism practices ANGEL RS #5 due 2/19 midnight 
11 2/22 Sports journalism   
12 2/27 The state of investigative 

sports journalism 
Ch. 33, Ch. 12, 
ANGEL 

RS #6 due 2/26 midnight 

13 3/1 Use of sports mascots   
14 3/6 Gender and sports journalism Ch. 14, Ch. 29, 

ANGEL 
RS #7 due 3/5 midnight 
 

15 3/8 Gender, cont.  Bracketology begins 

16 3/20 Coverage of sexuality issues in 
sport 

ANGEL, Ch. 34 RS #8 due 3/19 midnight 

17 3/22 Coverage of disability sport  *Class on 3/22 involves a film 
that runs slightly longer than 
the class time. Details TBA.  

18 3/27 Coverage of disability sport Ch. 21 RS #9 due 3/26 midnight 
19 3/29 The culture of risk/injury and 

violence 
 LA #2 due 3/28 midnight 

20 4/3  Issues of race in sports 
coverage 

Ch. 27, Ch. 31 RS #10 due 4/2 midnight 

21 4/5 Issues of race in sports 
coverage 

  

22 4/10 The fictionalization of sports Ch. 11 RS #11 due 4/9 midnight 

23 4/12 Extreme sports/emerging 
sports 

  

24 4/17 The future of mediated sports Ch. 10, 25, 
ANGEL 

RS #12 due 4/16 midnight 

25 4/19 Prepare for final projects  LA #3 due 4/18 midnight 
26 4/24 Release time for projects  (no class) 
27 4/26 Release time for projects  (no class) 
28 5/1 Review of survey results, 

review for final 
  

 5/3 
or 
TBA 

Final exam.   You may take the final exam 
(open notebook) today or 
during finals week. 

This schedule is subject to change. 



 
Appendix A: General participation guidelines 
 
10 participation points will be awarded as follows each week: 

¥ 4 points will be available for you to earn during each class period 
¥ 2 points will be available for you to earn outside the class periods each week.  

 
Earn the maximum number of participation points for this course by doing the following: 
During each class period: 

Show up to class. If you're absent, you lose the opportunity to learn from 
classmates, and your classmates lose whatever contribution you could have made to the 
class discussion.  You'll also lose all available points for that class period. Sit in your 
assi gned seat. I will sometimes change the seating chart; if I do so, IÕll give you 
warning. 

Arrive on ti me.   When you're late, you disrupt class activity and you lose the 
chance to participate in our discussion. Again, youÕll lose participation points.  

Pay attenti on.    You might find the material interesting!  Sleeping in class is not 
participating -- and it disrupts the concentration of those around you.  Be attentive to 
what's going on.   (If you have a learning disability that could affect the way your 
attention level is perceived during class time, please let me know during the first week. 
Bring me the appropriate documentation)  

Join the discussi on.  Your ideas are valuable. By discussing them with others, 
you'll sharpen your understanding and learn to better articulate your values.  Contribute 
to our class dialogue in the following ways:  
           Contr ibute to class discussi on and group acti viti es.  Contribute your ideas 
and questions during class time.  
      Don't monopolize the conver sati on.   While your contributions are valuable, so 
are those of every other class member. Listen to what others have to say. Don't think 
you need to voice your opinion on every point of discussion.   
 Listen to the person who has the fl oor.  That person will often be me, but it will 
also often be your classmates. DonÕt carry on your own side conversation with a buddy 
instead of listening. 
 
Outsi de of class:     
          Put your ideas on the class bulleti n board.  Each week, youÕll have the 
opportunity to post your thoughts to the class bulletin board on our Web site. You can 
either write an original post or respond to that of a classmate. 
  Look for relevant readings and news items and pass them along.  You'll 
probably see things in the mass media throughout the semester that directly relate to 
what we're studying.  Bring those things to me before or after class, or send them to me 
via e-mail on ANGEL. Have an idea for a video, reading, etc. that you think is relevant? 
Bring it to class, or send it to me in an e-mail.  
 You can also send me an e-mail or visit me during my office hours to discuss 
any suggestions or questions you might have for this course.  I'm always ready to listen 
and discuss your ideas with you.  
 
      Your participation grade will be posted each week. If you want to improve your 
participation to get the most from your learning experience, donÕt hesitate to talk to me 
about it. 



Appendix B: Reading summaries  
 
Each week, you will need to complete the assigned reading and synthesize the main 
points of the material. You will also need to demonstrate that you understand the 
relationships between concepts in the different readings. 
 
To do so, you will complete a Òreading summaryÓ each week. These summaries should 
be useful to you at the end of the semester when you prepare for the exam in this 
course. 
 
To complete the reading summary, go to the class Web site and look at the guiding 
questions for the reading. Use these questions to type a one-page (12-point, Times 
typeface, single-spaced, standard margins) summary of the reading. You need to 
answer all of the questions, either one-by-one or in an essay format. 
 
Remember that the reading summaries are not meant to be the chance for you to 
provide analysis or criticism of the ideas in the reading, but to demonstrate that you 
understand the ideas.  
 
At the end of your summary, you must propose three questions for class discussion, 
based on the reading. 
 
The summaries will be graded on a 10-point scale. Although I will not read them closely 
for spelling, grammar and punctuation, they should be coherent. They should not go 
over one page (Your grade will be penalized if they do.) The reading summaries will be 
due by midnight each Monday. I will not take late submissions.



Appendix C: Learning activities 
 
Due dates:  See course calendar or course schedule. 
Grade val ue: Each learning acti vi ty is worth 30 points.   
Choose from the following learning activities. Directions are provided for each learning 
activity. A grading rubric is also provided for all learning activities; please note that what 
you submit should be of professional quality, free of errors in spelling, grammar and 
punctuation. See the instructi on folders for the learning acti vi ti es under the 
ÒLessonsÓ tab on the Web si te. 
 
Learning acti vi ty #1.  Choose fr om the followi ng: 

1. Interview an athletic administrator, coach or sports information officer about his 
or her relationship/views on sports media. 

2. Compare a live sport experience to the mediated experience. 
3. Watch the Super Bowl in a new light. 
4. Compare old and new 

 
Learning acti vi ty #2.  Choose fr om the followi ng: 

1. Compare mediated presentations of male and female sporting events.  
2. Look at alternative media on sports issues. 
3. Evaluate gender in ESPN.comÕs ÒCenturyÕs Greatest AthletesÓ presentation. 
4. Interview a sports editor, reporter or producer about his or her job. 
5. Evaluate media on disability sports. 

 
Learning acti vi ty #3.  Choose fr om the followi ng: 

1. Discuss messages about sport and society in a movie. 
2. Evaluate the cultural values expressed in an extreme sport. 
3. Evaluate race, gender and sport type in a sports magazine. 
4. Trace a technologyÕs impact on sports journalism. 
5. Examine alternative sources of sports information about a team or athlete.  

 
 



Appendix D 
 

Exam 
 

On the final day of class or during finals week (your choice, depending on your 
schedule), you will take an exam that must be completed during the normal time allotted 
for class. The exam will be open note (but not open book). You will be able to use all 
handouts and notes that you have taken during class (All notes must be handwritten, not 
typed or photocopied). 
 
You may also have copies of all reading summaries that you have submitted and that 
have been graded during the semester. 
 
Further, you may have, in your handwriting, anything youÕd like inside your notebook. 
 
You may not insert photocopies of classmatesÕ notes or photocopies of other studentsÕ 
reading summaries. We will check notebooks before class begins. (If we find these items 
in your notebook, youÕll receive a zero on the exam.)  

 
Research project 

 
You will help complete a research project that will enable us to learn more about the 
sports media industry. You may have to contact sports media professionals or 
systematically analyze sports media content. WeÕll present/discuss our results during the 
last week of class. You will receive full instructions for this project later in the semester. 

 



 
 
Contract: COMM 412 (Sports, Media & Society, Hardin) 
Spring 2007 
 
I have read the syllabus, and I understand and accept the terms and conditions 
for this class as outlined therein. I have also familiarized myself with the ANGEL 
Web site. 
 
By signing this, I affirm that I am willing to abide by the terms and conditions 
outlined in the syllabus, with the understanding that the instructor may make 
minor changes (such as schedule changes) at any point during the semester. I 
agree not to whine and complain to the instructor about the terms and conditions 
of this class or the grading procedures as outlined in the syllabus (a waste of my 
and the instructorÕs time). I also understand that keeping up with and maintaining 
my grades in this class is my responsibility. 
 
The bottom line: I take responsibility for my participation and my grade in this 
course (and IÕm not going to be a whiner). 
 
 
Name (Printed):  ____________________________________________ 
 
Date: _____________________________________________________ 
 
Signature: _________________________________________________ 


